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I have followed your committee's enquiry into diversity In local government with 
interest and I'm grateful for the opportunity to provide written evidence on our 
experiences In Monmouthshire. 

It Is a source of pride that Monmouthshire was the first council In Wales to have a 
50:50 gender balance following the 2022 elections and, followlng a by-election In 
October 2022, Is Wales' first ever female majority council. The two main groups 
both have 55% female counclllors - 12 out of 22 In the Welsh Labour group and 
10 out of 18 in my Welsh Conservative group. 

I have always had an Interest in the polltlcs of representation. In 2008, for my 
master's dissertation I wrote a critical analysis of the position of women in the 
Welsh Conservative Party. I believe there's a copy of it somewhere In the depths 
of the National-Library. At that time, the Conservatives had 17 female MPs In the 
UK and the Welsh Conservatives had never elected a female MP. At the then 
most recent Assembly election the party had been 98 votes away from being an 
all-male group for the second term and only 26% of Welsh Conservative 
counclllors were women. It was an interesting time to write about diversity in the 
party as David Cameron was Introducing a number of reforms to broaden the 
party's appeal. In the years that followed the little progress that was made in 
Wales was sadly' not sustained. 14 years on, just 28% of Welsh Conservative 
councillors are women. 

In May 2021, having served as a county councillor and cabinet member for four 
years, I was elected Leader of Monmouthshire County Council. At the time, 
many Welsh counclls were stlll dominated by older white men, with several 
councils having as few as three women on the entire authority - that's three more 
than they would've had nearly 2,000 years ago when the Romans Introduced the 
first form of local govemment In Wales. 
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